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CODA FOR A CAPTAIN
a fi lm by Keren Alexander



*A coda (Italian for “tail”) is a concluding segment passage that brings a musical piece to an end. 

The Film

Israel 2020 | Creative Documentary | 61 min. | HD PAL | No Dialogue 

At the of 80, Captain Meirson embarks on his last 
sail at open seas on his hand-made boat. 
Surrounded by the breaking waves and sounds of 
depths, he refuses to accept what is more frightening  
than the winds - growing old. 

 - CODA FOR A CAPTAIN is a poetic interpretation of “The old 
man and the sea”, which exposes the experience of loneliness 

and aging -



Captain Meirson sets out on his final sail at the age of 80.

Despite his age, he's admirably energetic and industrious. He operates his little boat 

skillfully and with love, but his body is starting to betray him.

The long voyage to distant havens and the sudden winds are hard on him. Raising the 

heavy anchor has become an almost impossible task.

He breathes heavily, moves cautiously and begins to take in the realization that his 

body isn't what it used to be.

 It becomes steadily clearer that there is no island he has yet to conquer, no one to say 

farewell to. He set out on his last voyage from the deep realization that this is the last 

flag he'll be raising on his mast. 

Now, for all he cares, let the propeller he's already fixed twice break down again, let the 

sail rip. These malfunctions don't bring him down; the repairs make him feel like there's 

nothing he can't overcome. These moments hold off creeping old age which will take 

him from the sea and from his beloved boat.

 The Captain's voyage is dependent on no place, time, or destination; his aim is not to 

reach any place, and perhaps not even to return. He battles neither massive wave nor 

great whale; his battle is against the dilapidated body of the boat and his own unwillingly 

faltering body.

This is an intimate, wordless travelogue which develops from the calm into a storm. 

Synopsis



Cinematic approach

The film wish to convey the experience of the Captain’s voyage as closely to reality as 

possible, the camera functions like a “fly on the mast,” providing a view of the day-to-day 

activities on board with intimate details and moments. 

As we sail on, the cinematic style shift and the camera’s POV does not stay ‘objective’, entering 

more into the mind of the captain. It becomes, in a way, a stream of his consciousness.

And so, the external voyage reflects the inner parting voyage of a veteran-mariner at the 

end of his life.

CODA FOR A CAPTAIN was shot during three weeks of sailing in the Aegean sea, only the 

Captain, the cinematographer, and the director. 

It is a small and intimate film, reaching to grasp a piece of it’s protagonist’s soul.

The wonderful soundtrack was created by Daniel Meir who brought back to life the vision of 

the brilliant Alex Claude who passed away during the work on the film. 

This creation is his Coda as well. 





DIRECTOR AND EDITOR - KEREN ALEXANDER

Screenwriter and director from Tel Aviv. She received her BFA from the Steve Tisch 

School of Film and Television at Tel Aviv University, in the Cinema Directing and 

Producing department. During her studies, Keren directed two short fiction films that 

were screened in film festivals in Europe, and a short documentary that was in the 

official selection of the Shanghai Film Festival. CODA FOR A CAPTAIN is her first 

feature-length documentary. She is currently developing a new creative documentary 

and writing a fiction feature film, both recently received development grants from the 

Rabinovich Film Fund.

The Crew

THE CAPTAIN - ILAN MEIRSON

Born in Haifa in 1935, Ilan spent his chlidhood watching the Arab fishermen building 

thier boats on the shore of the Kishon River, In his youth he joined the local Sea-

Scouts where her lerned to row and sail. 

He spent his army servise as a fisherman for a kibutz and later reqruted to ZIM - the 

national murchemt navy where he went up the ranks and quickly became a Captain 

commanding over massive merchent ships acroos the seas. When Ilan’s family 

extended, he left the navy and worked in the dead sea factories, overseeing the 

international sea-shipments. 

On 1986 he decided he wants to build his own boat. It took him 14 years. On the first 

day of his retirement, he launched Zina II and has sailed it up entil the age of 80.  



CINEMATOGRAPHER - ADI MOZES 

Adi received his BFA in cinema from Sapir College.

He is an emerging award-winning cinematographer, with his works shown in many film festivals around the 

world from Delhi to Chicago and Cannes. “Gabriel”, a short which he shot, directed by Oren Gerner, was in the 

Cannes Court Metrage Official Selection of 2018.

CO-EDITOR - YOTAM SAS

Yotam Sas is an Israeli Filmmaker. He is a graduate of “The Steve Tisch School of Film and Television” in the 

Tel-Aviv University.

Yotam is an acclaimed editor, both in film and television. Editing some of Israel’s most popular TV shows 

as well as short films that screened in different national and international festivals such as Cannes, Venice, 

Jerusalem and more.

SOUND DESIGNER - DANIEL MEIR

Daniel Meir is a sound designer specializing in original music for video art, documentaries, film, and theater.

He has been working with critically acclaimed video artists, filmmakers and musicians from around the world. 

Notably, he has collaborated on works featured in the Venice Biennale, on the Oscar nominees and Cannes 

winning film. Daniel is teaching sound art and sound design in Bezalel art academy in Jerusalem.

Daniel is one of the founders and the director of ‘Halas Radio’ an experimental internet radio station sponsored 

by The Israeli Center for Digital Art.

SOUND DESIGNER - ALEX CLAUDE

Alex Claude (1955-2019) was an award-winning cinema sound designer and one of the top sound designers 

in Israel. Since 1994, he designed over 50 feature films including ‘Foxtrot’, ‘Mr. Gaga’, ‘The Garden of Eden’, 

“Beaufort” and many (many) more. He was nominated 11 times for Best Sound at the Awards of the Israeli 

Film Academy, and won 7 times.

Coda For a Captain was his last work in progress.
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